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March 3, 2017

424 Main Street
Laurel, MD 20707
301-725-3093
office@fumcl.org
www.fumcl.org

First United Methodist Church Purpose:

As believers in Christ as the Son of God, and the Bible as the inspired word of God, we:
Y Glorify God through worship,

Y Build strong relationships in the church family,

Y Grow in the knowledge of the truth as revealed through Jesus Christ,

Y Serve people as a reflection of the love of Jesus Christ, and

Y Spread the Good News of the Gospelso that others may come to salvation through grace.

Z BringZ BuilldZ SendZ
Sunday Services: Follow First UMC:
8:15 am Traditional * Google+  gplus.to/fumcl
9:45 am Sunday School (all ages) : Twitter twitter.com/FUMC_Laurel
11:00 am Contemporary (@FUMC_Laurel)
Bl  Facebook facebook.com/FirstUMCLaurelMD

Ray McDonald's Blog
Thoughts and Reflections

Rev. Ray writes a devotional thought Monday through Friday each week. You can sign up
to receive his posts by e-mail by
going to his blog page at Follow Rev. Ray:

Twitter twitter.com/RayMcDonald (@RayMcDonald)
www.raymcdonald.wordpress.com

Facebook facebook.comfamonmcdonald

e M <

Blog Page raymcdonald.wordpress.com
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Sermon Corner

This week we continua Sermon Series titled New
Believers. Every now and then we need to return to the
basics of our faith. Whether we are new believers or
mature believers, a firm grasp of the basics is
important. In this series we will look at what new believers look fod aee
in the church family.

This Wessdgd s
New BelieversThe Whole Gospel

One thing we find out, as our faith matures, is that we need to
be students of the whole gospel, not just the parts that souoddy
to us. As we mature in our faith walk, we need to follow all that
God tells us in the Bible and not just the parts we like.
Scripture: 2 Timothy 4:1-2; 2:24-26

Next WessagéPastor Bob

The Teacher is Here & He is Calling For You

Where was God wher??? Have you ever asked the question,
where was God when (you fill in the blank). There are answers
found in scripture to these difficult quegions. This test of you faith
will become your testimony in life. You can rest agsed that Jesus is
with you always. Jesus said Heauld rise from the grave in 3 days
and He did. So as sure as this fact, He was there with youtfte most
difficult times in life. Yes, right there!
Scripture: John 11:44
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President: Jason

Vice President: Brooke

Treasurer: Delaney

Secretary: Ahmed

Wtarkh Yowr Collorndiars

Second Message of
Hope Baloon Launch

UMYF UPDATES

Upcoming Events

UMYF Meetings are held every Sunday, during
Sunday School time.

March 24, 2017 - 5-9 pm - Community Dinner - a
joint effort with the Council of Ministries, set up and
tear down. A movie will be shown.

March 31, 2017 - April 1, 2017 -6 pm Bethany
=EOOAE # F; LM AOA EIT OOET C A
HECEOz OI1I AAPiI OAO O DOl OEAA
into what it is like to be homeless and the challenges

they face. (Details next page)

April 1, 2017 -10 am -2 pm - Community Missions
Fair- a Youth table will be setup outlining the events
the Youth participate in.

For more information, please email
youth.director@fumcl.org
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15720 Riding

nNA Day 1 n th
Detalls

March 31, 2017 6pm to 2pm April 1,

2017
Bethany Community Church
Stable Rd. Laurel, MD 20707

helping. On Saturday, youth

The Youth will experience Homelessness for a period of 20
hours. Upon arrival on Friday evening tents will be set up and a
portion of the night will be spent hearing from individuals
helping to battle homelessness as well as those they are

to benefit the local homeless population.

will participate in a service project

This is a Youth Fundraiser
for New Day of Laurel and
each youth is asked to raise
a minimum of $20 prior to
attending the event.
Attendees may also ask
people to sponsor them, (if
100 kids found 5 people to
pledge $1 foreach of the 20
hours $10,000 would be
raised for New Day).

Each Youth should bring a bag

lunch for Saturday, a sleeping bag
and tent. Also any additional items
needed for health/ medical needs.
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Scheduled Events

Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday

3/4 /17 3/5 /17 3/6 /17 3/7 /17 3/8/17 3/9 /17 3/10/17
7AM 8:15AM 7PM UMW | eRevelations 6 PM Praise | 6PM No Events
Emmaus Traditional Executive & Bulletin Team Evangelism Scheduled
Men Worship Meeti ng Deadline Rehearsal Meeting
8:15 AM Service 10:30AM 7:30PM 6:30PM .

_ _ _ Click or scan
S!de by 9:30AM . Co-Ed Bible Char]cel SPRQ {0 acCess
Side Fgllowshlp Study Ch0|r' Meeting FUMCL
Bl UL 7PM Men 6 s FEEIEE 7PM Loukota | calendar via
@ Bethaljy 9:45 AM Bible Study 7 :30PM Small Group our website.
Clamim Sunday First Time
Church 7:30PM ) 7PM El El

seliee & Young Adult FERETHNG Trustees
8:30AM Youth Group Bible Study Class Meeting -
Emmaus 11AM 7:30PM -
e Contemporary The Real E

Worship Midweek

Service Worship http://goo.gl/psgv4g

1PM Mayors SEREE

Open House 8PM N/A

@ Laurel

Municipal

Center

5PM Open

Bible Study
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Anyone holding a checkbook associated

audit.
Thank Youl!

with the Church in any way, please turn it
into Julie Miller or the Church Office for




Get
Connected

How about..c an youeée

1 Help welcome guests as they come to our Community
Dinner (March 24)?
1 Help at the Community Volunteer Fair (Apr 1)?
1 Help at the Main Street Festival (May 13)?
o Face Paint? Apply fun temporary tattoos?
o Greet people as they come into the Social Hall, Narthex
or Sanctuary?
o Help with Set -up? Cleanup?
1 Help with Support the Troops?
1 Help with VBS (July 23 -27)?
1 Help o rganize a Baysox game or other social event?

Nobody can do everything, but everyone can do something!

Intere sted? For more information on these and other possible
ways to get connected at First Church | please see Debbi
Schneider or email

(com@fumcl.org ).

Together , with Christ,
we can accomplish amazing things!
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Food for T hought

By: Taeron Flemming
Dona wait until time is up.

Remember when you were a kid? Your mom would tell you to clean
your room by the time she cameback, and you would sayiokay
mom.o Then you proceed to do nothing, or everything but clean your
room. Then what happens? You hear a car pull up and you
immediatel y go into your room and start stuffing things under the
bed, not really cleaning but rather hiding things. You still get caught
and have to clean your room and end up being punshed.

We do the same thing in life as adults, we know what we have to do,
yet we procrastinate and do everything in the world except what we
should. We know we should be good Christians. We know we need to
follow God® word, but for some reason we always find a reason not to.
The funny thing is, just like your mom pulling into the driveway, we
never know when our time is up. Dond wait to the last minute to make
a change in your life! Do it now, or pay the cost later, clean your room!

Reminder to sign up in  the Narthex for the upcoing local
mission trip!!!
March 18, 2017
8amto 12 pm

Plan on meeting at First Church around 7 am and carpooling to
Columbia to finishwork on a sweet, el derly
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STRENGTHEN OUR FAITH
IN JESUS WHILE LIVING IN

THE WORLD

\‘ PG COATS AND THE PEOPLE OF'WORSHIP




FUMCL PIZZERIA
March 18, 2017
5:00 pm

Join us for an evening of delicious pizza and
funl Sign-up sheet on table in Narthex.

No charge. Donations will be accepted.




Evangelism comes in several stages. While the step of bringing
someone to Christ is something to strive for and ha s a visible
reward, this is unlikely to happen without the preparation of

the earlier stages. The first stage is to cultivate a relationship
with the person that you are trying to reach. Similar to a
farmer cultivating a field, removing stones and loosen ing the
soil, we also must first prepare the ground by removing any
obstacles that will hinder conversations.

Toward this end, we are planning on holding a community
dinner on March 24 % with the hopes of continuing the practice
on each following 4 ™ Frid ay. We also plan on having an
additional activity (e.g., movie, board games) that same
evening. The intent of this night will be for fellowship and
building a relationship with the local community rather than a
service or preaching of the Word.

| have vo lunteered to coordinate the meal itself. To make this
happen, | will need a team of people to prepare and serve the
food. Since we will not know how many people are coming,

you should come with the realization that you may prepare a

dish only to take it home again. But we want to be ready with
an overabundance so that all who arrive can be served.

If you want to help bring people to Christ without preaching,
thisisyourchance. | f you are a servant
have your help. If you just| ike to cook and/or socialize, this
may be the opportunity Pleaseadnmast
me if you are interested in serving on this team whether it is

for this month or for the upcoming ones. | also plan to meet
with those who are cooking for this month on March 12 t at
fellowship time in the parlor to go over the menu.

Scott Law, Servant of Christ
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r /s e Free
// o Community Dinner

and a Movie

/e".. INVITATION

Free Community Dinner & a Movie
Friday, March 24, 2017

\

Looking forward to seeing you!
Dinner available: 6 - 7:30pm
Movie starts at 7pm

Movie: The Chronicles of Narnia, The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe (Rated PG)

Comeé
Relax a bit...
Let someone el se make dinn
Meet new friends é
&
watch a movie!
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Nobody can do everything, but everyon

Please join us on Saturday, April 1, 2017 from 10 am I 2pm
for our first community volunteer fair!

Meet local service -oriented organizations that need you!

Capital Area Food Bank

Community Action Council of Howard County
Dimensions Health (Laurel Regional Hospital)
Habitat for Humanity =~ Metro MD

Laurel Advocacy & Referral Services, Inc. (LARS)
New Day of Laurel, Inc.

PG County Department of Parks and Recreation
Side -by - Side Laurel

and moreé

Food provided by The Bri  -Bet Group
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Discover Your Strength in Godl

Vacation Bible School

July 23 -27 at 6:30 pm

HERO CENTRAL! Discover Your Strength in God!

Join us for awesome adventures
through the Bible as we discover our strength in God!

Do good! Seek Peace and go after it!

Visit us during Main Street Fest. (May 13) for
additional information and registration!
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Tuesday Night Menos
/Pm @ FUMCL

1 Discover the power of the spoken word to boost your faith when in doubt.
T Di scern what should or s houybulspéeth. be

1 Develop the ability to praise God and voice wisdom even during tough
times.
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